Westford Planning / Policy Challenge

Percent

District Acres  of Total Summary

Business 62 0.3% Business 2.8%

Business Limited 6 0.0% Industrial 7.3%
- Commercial Highway 492 2.4% Residential 89.9%

Industrial A 698 3.5%

Industrial B 77 0.4%

Industrial C 196 1.0%

Industrial D 33 0.2%

Industrial Highway 473 2.4%

Residence A 17,142 85.2%

Residence B 936 4.7%

20,115 100.0%

Source: GIS analysis, 3/22/10.

Top: “Informal” parking is occurring
in the absence of formally sanctioned
parking.

Bottom: Municipal parking is only
allowed in CH and IH Districts in
Westford, which cover less than 5%
of the Town’s land area.

Master Plan excerpts:

¢ “Pedestrian and bicycle amenities are an essential component of a community’s
transportation network. They offer an alternative, non-motorized and non-polluting
means of transportation. They also encourage physical activity, which is a health
benefit. In addition, they provide recreational opportunities, enhance community
interaction, and provide a vital source of transportation for those with limited access
to an automobile.”

¢ “Encourage public use of Westford’s open space and water resources by providing and
maintaining trails, bicycle-safe paths and boardwalks to connect open space and
recreation areas with each other and with residential neighborhoods.”

Policy Challenge

Significant public use of BFRT, projected to increase over time

According to NMCOG, a need for parking in Westford was
identified during BFRT planning process, but a Town-owned
location was not found

No parking to serve BFRT exists in Westford; closest sanctioned
parking to trail terminus is 2.4 miles north, at Hart Pond in
Chelmsford. No signage on Rte 27 directing public to parking

Current informal parking creates safety concern, and
unmanaged impact to nearby homes

What could be done?

Next phase of BFRT design work to include feasibility testing
and conceptual design for up to two sites in Westford, as yet
not identified.

Now that MassDOT has issued notice to proceed, contract for
next phase of design work will soon be executed. Now
important to set out process for selection of site(s) for analysis.

Site(s) analysis will Identify site design features that could
balance provision of parking with neighborhood concerns.

Once timeline set for consultant work, findings to be discussed
in public forum.

If one or more sites found to be appropriate, set out process
(and funding) for site control (if needed), design, permitting
(including zoning), and construction.
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