
 

 

TOWN OF WESTFORD 
COMMISSION ON DISABILITY 

55 MAIN STREET 
WESTFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 01886 

Tel: 978-692-5501 Fax: 978-399-2557 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
DATE: December 10, 2015 
 
TIME: 7:30 PM 
 
PLACE:         Westford Police Department, Police Training Room 
 
PRESENT:    Joyce Benoit, Ray Clark, Jan Horner, Katherine Phaneuf, Patricia Reppucci and 

Marguerite Sabatino  
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM. 
 

1. Open Forum:   
 

a. Noted multi-year goal adopted by Town Manager/Board of Selectmen to: “Support the 
Commission on Disability to identify issues related to compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA).” 

b. Continued discussion re: gap analysis and progress regarding process for accessibility assessment. 
c. A Westford citizen initiated discussion on the “Purple People Initiative” and the possibility of the 

commission supporting some recent Massachusetts initiatives to raise dementia awareness.  She 
suggested other contacts that the commission might consider contacting including: Alison 
Christopher, L.I.C.S.W. at the Cameron Senior Center. 

d. Continued discussion related to visibility issues related to bus stop on Route 110 – signage, 
condition, and lighting.  

e. Noted issues related to community mobility for Westford citizens without regular access to 
transportation. 

f. Noted issues related to parking at Market Basket and other access issues related to navigating 
parking lot and shopping at Cornerstone Plaza.   

2. Adopt Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Draft Minutes for previous meeting reviewed and adopted with no 
amendments. 
 

3. Discussion with Ellen Rainville, Library Director:  Ellen explained that the Town of Westford and Board 
of Library Commissions received matching planning and design grant in June of 2014 for potential 
planned renovation/addition.  June 2014 grant is a stepping stone to second need-based competitive public 
library construction grant due January 2017 and is expected to bring library up to ADA code.   Feasibility 
study is currently in progress to develop a schematic design and obtain probable cost.  Discussed 
sidewalks, traffic flow, and potential waiver to preserve historic front.  Current traffic flow:  8:1 ratio with 
more patrons driving, parking and entering from the rear.  Rear entrance will be kept in the new design 
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with main entrance, welcoming area, circulation desk to be on lower level with the intent to keep library 
compact while maintaining the ability to offer a full array of services.   The Commission noted that, if the 
rear entrance was the main—and possibly only—entrance, there was no safe, accessible walkway from 
Main Street to the rear entrance.  The Board suggested that Commission visit the site and review plans.  
The Board will keep Disability Commission informed on progress and updates. 

Potential challenges with bringing front entrance up to ADA code: 
a. Grading constraints  (build ramp up or ramp down) 
b. Increased cost 
c. Preservation of  historical front entrance character  

 

4. Review Thank-You Note to Watertown Disability Commission:   Members reviewed and accepted with 
no changes, note of thanks to Watertown, MA Disability Commission. 
 

5. Update on Web Page Content and Contacts with Town Organizations:   Updates to web page content 
include 911registation obtained, minutes and agendas uploaded and two new links added to web page:   

a. Disability Indicator Program and form  
b. Westford’s Municipal 911 Coordinator 

 

6. Verify Date for Next Meeting:  Members decided to hold the next meeting on January 28th, 2016 
 

7. Action Items:   
a. Reach out to investigate appropriate contact for issues related to Bus Stop on 110 (signage, 

condition, and lighting) starting with Paul Starrett. 
b. Ray Clark to research responsibility/enforcement regarding handicapped parking at Market 

Basket/Cornerstone Plaza. 
c. Reach out to invite Jeff Dougan (Massachusetts Office on Disability) or/ Jennifer Claro (Council 

on Aging) depending on availability to next meeting. 
d. Ray Clark to reach out to Jodi Ross to review process for assessment and formulating a 

preliminary assessment plan for review at next meeting. 
e. Patricia Reppucci to investigate “Purple People” dementia friendly communities and to bring info 

to future meeting. 
f. Katherine Phaneuf to do informal research on other towns’ disability commissions and will share 

information at a future meeting. 
g. Ray Clark to send info on Massachusetts Office of Disability conference call for members of 

local commissions on disability to be held on December 17th from 10-11 a.m.  
h. Ray to follow up on adding additional links to website. 
i. Ray to pose questions to Scott Hazelton re: Roudenbush renovations. 

8. Meeting Adjourned. 


